













































































































































































































































































































































































1 The database is a teaching, networking and advocacy resource which collates cases of activism and protest 
against damaging projects, especially the extractives industry, from across the world. It can be viewed at 
https://ejatlas.org 
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making	process.	This	involves	reclaiming	ideas	of	national	development,	and	putting	
forward	a	wider	vision	of	fairness	and	development	in	the	interests	of	the	public	good.	The	
broader	success	enjoyed	by	CTV	and	the	civil	society	coalition	has	therefore	been	to	
establish	pathways	to	make	citizens’	rights	visible,	bringing	the	dispossession	often	suffered	
by	poor	communities	into	the	foreground.	
Conclusion	
Extractive	capitalist	projects	in	Mozambique	are	leading	to	escalating	political	contestation,	
especially	around	the	resettlement	of	local	communities.	The	rise	in	civil	society	activism,	
centred	on	rights-based	discourses,	represents	an	important	emerging	trend	which	is	
bringing	community	rights	onto	the	development	agenda.	The	case	of	Anadarko	in	Cabo	
Delgado	has	demonstrated	the	power	of	a	politicised	approach	from	civil	society	activists	
which	emphasises	the	relationship	between	expanded	capitalist	accumulation	at	a	global	
scale	and	environmental	dispossession	suffered	by	poor	and	marginalised	communities.	By	
giving	legal	representation	to	communities,	citizens	have	been	empowered	to	seek	greater	
procedural	and	distributive	justice	from	a	scheme	which	was	initially	imposed	unfairly	and	
secretively.		
CTV	activists	demonstrated	a	creative	approach,	using	Mozambique’s	existing	progressive	
land	laws	along	with	media	and	community	awareness	as	leverage	to	ensure	the	rights	of	
Afungi	communities	were	respected.	In	particular,	they	were	successful	in	mobilising	and	
empowering	communities	to	speak	on	their	own	behalf	using	community	paralegals	to	
conduct	training.	This	strategy	secured	notable	successes,	including	temporarily	halting	the	
project,	greater	consultation	for	affected	communities,	and	securing	commitment	to	a	large	
financial	package	to	compensate	for	livelihood	losses	(although	it	is	significant	that	this	
redress	package	is	still	being	questioned	by	communities).	All	these	concessions	were	
specified	by	Mozambican	law,	demonstrating	the	effectiveness	of	a	rights-based	approach	
in	situations	where	the	necessary	legislation	exists	but	is	not	being	implemented.	In	this	
sense,	CTV’s	approach	has	been	highly	effective	in	a	neoliberal	era	where	the	production	of	
stable	business	environments	and	‘trade	not	aid’	development	discourses	dominate,	and	
where	land	deals	involve	transnational	actors	like	Anadarko	which	can	be	influenced	by	
threatening	their	public	reputation.		
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I	started	this	chapter	with	two	quotations.	The	first	was	from	a	CTV	activist	celebrating	the	
beginning	of	a	new	political	era	in	Mozambique,	where	communities	are	newly	empowered	
in	ensuring	their	rights	are	respected	within	the	context	of	the	resources	boom.	
Undoubtedly,	communities	and	activists	were	able	to	take	a	major	step	in	securing	
substantive	gains	for	the	Afungi	residents.	And,	in	this	sense,	the	Afungi	citizens	have	fought	
to	make	themselves	visible	as	a	means	of	counteracting	predatory	extractive	processes.	
However,	this	was	achieved	through	making	communities	present	within	a	wider	neoliberal	
system,	rather	than	shutting	down	the	proposals	from	the	‘outside’	or	from	‘below’.	To	
return	to	the	second	quotation	which	began	this	chapter,	Ferguson	asks	us	to	dispense	with	
the	simplistic	notion	of	civil	society	activists	engaged	in	warfare	against	a	neoliberal	state	on	
behalf	of	working	people,	and	consider	the	new	and	contested	political	terrains	that	
activists	engage	on.	In	this	case,	those	opposing	land	grabs	have	increasingly	chosen	to	
adopt	the	very	same	political	discourse	and	strategies	that	the	extractives	companies	used	
to	pursue	and	legitimise	their	agendas,	and	to	seek	gains	for	communities	within	this	
framework.	Communities	and	activists	have	not	necessarily	disputed	the	broader	economic	
development	goals	and	projects	pursued	in	Mozambique;	rather,	they	are	using	the	law	to	
state	that	they	are	due	their	fair	share	of	gains.	While	this	position	has,	so	far,	provided	
some	success,	it	has	also	legitimised	a	wider	set	of	development	norms	that	underpin	
Anadarko’s	claims	to	exploit	the	land,	namely	the	principles	of	private	property	which	
underpin	notions	of	distributive	justice,	and	notions	of	legal	process	and	the	rule	of	law	
which	sit	behind	procedural	justice.	This	case	thus	puts	the	notion	of	‘victory’	at	the	centre	
of	the	debate:	as	I	have	noted,	Anadarko’s	plans,	as	with	many	other	mega-projects	in	
Mozambique	have	not	been	halted.	As	land	acquisitions	in	Mozambique	intensify,	activists	
and	community	victories	may	find	that	concentrating	their	attention	on	ensuring	both	
procedural	and	distributive	justice	for	relocated	communities	provides	productive	political	
terrain,	even	as	such	activities	endorse	wider	capitalist	development	dynamics.	
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